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PREFACE
The annual report of vital statistics is produced by the Department of Statistics from registered vital events of the
Registrar General’s Department. This includes births, deaths, and marriages for 2012. Statistical information on
divorces was compiled from the records of the Supreme Court Registry. The divorces presented in this report are
limited to the number of Decree Absolutes registered yearly.
National registration of vital events such as births and deaths became mandatory within the legal framework of this
country over two centuries ago. Statistical tabulations of births and deaths in The Bahamas which date back to the
1940s were produced by the Registrar General’s Department (Civil Registry). In 1968, the Department of Statistics
was established by law. As a result, all statistical reporting of vital events and other data became the responsibility of
the Department.
The Department of Statistics maintains a close working relationship with the Ministry of Health, as it pertains to a
number of vital statistics occurrences such as the annual census of live births, infant mortalities and stillbirths. Crude
rates of these events are estimated on the number of occurrences. These annual percentages and rates are key when
measuring demographic trends.

The annual registration of births in The Bahamas has increased considerably in recent years. Analysis revealed that
for 2012, the country recorded 4,866 occurrences of live births. Approximately 397 children or (8.1 %) were not
registered and are not included in the annual birth analysis for this year. .
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DATA NOTES & EXPLANATIONS

Age Group

Single years of age are assembled for the purposes of data presentation and analysis.

Age-Specific Rate

Rate obtained for specific age group of the population.

Birth

Live births.

Country of Birth

Country where mother was born.

Birth Order

The sequence of births (also called parity) to a woman from the first to the last birth.

Crude Rate

Crude rates for live births, deaths, infant deaths and stillbirths are
estimated on the number of occurrences reported for the year. Crude
rates for deaths and marriages are based on the registered account.

Median Age

The age at which half the population is younger and half is older.

Note –

All death tables with the exception of table 14 exclude stillbirths.

SYMBOL
N. A.

Not Available.

R

Revised.

(‘000)

Thousands

UND

Under
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HIGHLIGHTS OF VITAL EVENTS: 2012

LIVE BIRTHS
•

The number of live birth occurrences, continue to trend downwards from 5,854 in 2007 to 4,866 for the current
year. Crude rate for the same period has decreased by approximately four percentage points and by more than half
of one percentage point from the previous year (Table 1).

•

Single (never married) mothers’ contribution to the annual total births increased marginally, from 61% in 2011
to 62% in this current year (Table 12).

•

The number of registered live births to teen mothers remained the same from the year before (Table 10).

•

Births to foreign born mothers were 689. Of these foreign births 502 or 72.9% were to women of Haitian origin
(Table 2).

DEATHS
•

The annual mortality rate for The Bahamas decreased slightly, from 6.1 in 2011 to 5.6 in 2012 (Table 1).

•

The incidences of death were highest among males at 1,091 and a rate of 6.2 per one thousand male population. In
the female population, the number that occurred remained the same as the previous year, at 4.9 per 1000 female
population (Table 3).

•

The leading causes of deaths were heart diseases (21%), cancers (19%), accidents, suicide and Homicide (murder)
claimed (12%) (Table 5).

•

Infant mortality rate grew by nearly three percentage points, from 16.2 in 2011 to 19.1 in the year under review.
On the other hand, stillbirths decreased by 2.3 from the previous year (Table 1).

MARRIAGES
•

The rate of marriages by residents dropped by nearly two percentage points during 2012, representing the lowest
rate in recent years (Table 1).
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APPENDIX
DEFINITIONS
The United Nations “Handbook of Vital Statistics Methods” makes the following recommendations for the definitions of the vital events
analyzed in this report.
1)

LIVE BIRTH is the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration
of pregnancy, which after separation, breathes or shows any other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the
umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is
attached; each product of such a birth is considered live-born.
All live-born infants should be registered and counted as such irrespective of the period of gestation or whether alive or dead at
the time of registration, and if they die at any time following birth they should also be registered and counted as deaths.
In the event of a legitimate birth the names of both the mother and the father are recorded on the birth registration form. For an
illegitimate birth, the name of the mother only is recorded, except where a joint application for the name of the father to be
recorded, has been made by both parents.
DEATH is the permanent disappearance of all evidence of life at any time after live-birth has taken place (post-natal cessation
of vital functions without capability of resuscitation). This definition therefore, excludes foetal deaths.
FOETAL DEATH is death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception,
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy; the death is indicated by the fact that after such separation the foetus does not breathe
or show any other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of
voluntary muscles.
STILLBIRTH refers to a “late foetal death” or the death prior to complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product
of conception, which has attained 22 or more completed weeks of gestation, the death is indicated by the fact that after such
separation, the foetus does not breathe or show any other evidence of life.

5)

A stillbirth (or late foetal death) is registered as both a birth and a death, the sex of the stillborn child being recorded if possible.
However, stillbiths are classified separately in the report and are not included with the other deaths or live-births
.
INFANT DEATH is the number of deaths before the first birthday has been attained.

6)

MARRIAGE is the legal union of persons of the opposite sex. The legality of union may be established by civil, religious, or
other means as recognized by the laws of each country; and irrespective of the type of marriage, each should be reported for
vital statistics purposes.

7)

DIVORCE is the final legal dissolution of a marriage, which is the separation of husband and wife by a judicial decree, which
confers on the parties the right to civil and /or religious remarriage, according to the law of each country.
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DEFINITIONS OF FERTILITY AND REPRODUCTION RATES
CRUDE BIRTH RATE (CBR)
The CBR indicates the number of live births per 1000 population in a given year. Most annual rates relate demographic events to the population
at mid-year which is considered to be the average population at risk during the year. Births are only one component of population change,
therefore the birth rate should not be confused with the growth rate which includes all components of change.
General Fertility Rate (GFR)
The GFR is a more refined measure than the crude birth rate because it relates births more closely to the age-sex group at risk of giving birth (i.e.,
women 15-49 years of age). This eliminates distortions that might arise because of different age and sex distributions in a total population. The
general fertility rate is more indicative of changes in fertility behavior than is the crude live-birth rate.

Total Fertility Rate (TFR)
This is the average number of children that would be born alive to a woman (or a group of women) during her lifetime if she was to pass through
all her childbearing years conforming to the age-specific fertility rates of a given year. The TFR sums up in a single number the fertility of all
women at a given point in time. In effect, it says: This is the total number of children a woman would have if she had the same chance of having
a birth at age 15-19 as all women that age in a given year; at age 20-24 as all women that same year; at age 25-29, and so forth up to age 49.
Gross Reproduction Rate (GRR)
The GRR is the average number of daughters that would be born to a women (or group of women) during her lifetime if she passed through her
childbearing years conforming to the age-specific fertility rates of a given year. This rate is like the TFR except that it counts only daughters and
literally measures “reproduction” – a woman reproducing herself by having a daughter.

Net Reproduction Rate (NRR)
The NRR is the average number of daughters would be born to a woman (or group of women) if she passed through her lifetime from birth
conforming to the age-specific fertility and mortality rates of a given year. This rate is similar to the gross reproduction rate, but is always lower
than the GRR because it takes into account the fact that some women will die before completing their childbearing years.

THE CALCULATION OF RATES (TABLE 1)

Crude Live-Birth Rate

=

Number of live-births which
occurred among the population
during a given year
X 1000
Mid-year population for the same
year.

General Fertility Rate

=

Number of live-births which
occurred among the population
during a given year
X 1000
Number of women of
child-bearing age (15-49)
in the same population.

Total Fertility Rate

=

The sum of the age-specific
fertility rates per 1,000
women of child-bearing
age times five (5).
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Gross Reproduction Rate

= The total fertility rate in a given year
times the proportion of total births
that were female in a given year.

Net Reproduction Rate

=

The sum of the multiplications of (a)
each five-year age-specific fertility
rate including only female live-births

Net Reproduction Rate

=

The sum of the multiplications of (a)
each five-year age-specific fertility
rate including only female live-birth
and (b) the number of person-years
lived in the female stationary
population (1999-2001 Life Table
for the Bahamas) for the age interval
corresponding to the fertility rate (c)
divided by 100,000 (i.e. 100,000
new born baby girls).

Crude Death Rate

=

Number of deaths which occurred
among the population during a
X 1000
given year
Mid-year population for the
same year.

Infant Mortality Rate

=

Number of deaths under 1 year of
age which occurred among the
population during a given year X 1000

Number of live-births which
occurred among the population
during the same year.
Stillbirth (Late Foetal Death) Rate

Perinatal Mortality Rate

=

=

Number of foetal deaths of 22 or
more completed weeks of
gestation which occurred among
the population during a given
Year
Number of live-births which
occurred among the population
during the same year.

X 1000

Number of foetal deaths of 22 or more
completed weeks of gestation plus the
number of infant deaths to those aged
under 7 days occurring among the
population during a given year
X 1000
Number of live-births which
occurred among the population during
the same year.

This is a definition that can vary. There is no general agreement as to the range of infant mortality, which should be included. In the report the
rates are calculated as defined above, but other perinatal rates may be calculated to include infant deaths aged less than 28 weeks.
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Neo-natal Mortality Rate

=

Number of deaths under 28 days of
age which occurred among the
X 1000
population during a given year

Number of live-births which
occurred among the population
during the same year.

Natural Increase Rate

=

Subtract the crude death rate from the crude
birth rate. Example, in 2008 the Natural
Increase Rate per thousand was 16.2 – 5.2
= 11.0.

Crude Marriage Rate

=

Number of marriages which occurred
among the population
during a given year
X 1000
Mid-year population for the
same year.

Crude Divorce Rate

=

Number of divorces which occurred
among the population
during a given year
X 1000
Mid-year population for the
same year.

37

